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Food Processsors’ Workshop 


N. C. A. staff members participated 
recently in the 7th annual Food Proc- 
essors’ Workshop conducted at the 
University of Maryland, and assisted 
in instruction and discussions with 
canners who attended. 


Dr. H. L. Stier, who is serving this 
year as chairman of the Food Indus- 
tries Committee of the American So- 
ciety for Quality Control, spoke on 
sampling procedures for containers 
and other supplies, recording, sum- 
marizing and reporting data, prepara- 
tion of reports for management action, 
and analysis and interpretation of re- 
sults, 


Dr. C. H. Mahoney, Director of the 
Raw Products Research Bureau, spoke 
on the Miller Act. 

Howard R. Smith of the Washing- 
ton Research Laboratory discussed 
procedures in making insect fragment 
counts. 


The Food Processors’ Workshop was 
conducted by the department of horti- 
culture of the University of Maryland 
in cooperation with the Tri-State 
Packers Association, the Maryland 
section of the Institute of Food Tech- 
nologists, and the Foods Subcommittee 
of the A. S. Q. C. 


lowa Canners Conference 


N. C. A. activities of benefit to the 
canning industry were important on 
the program of the two-day Canners 
Conference held at Iowa State Col- 
lege this week. 

Continuing N.C.A. participation in 
such canners’ and fieldmen’s confer- 
ences, Dr. H. L. Stier, Director of the 
Division of Statistics, spoke on re- 
g onal trends in the production of can- 
ning crops; and Dr. J. O. Young, a 
member of the Raw Products Tech- 
nical Advisory Committee, discussed 
scme problems of the vegetable proc- 
essing industry and how the TAC is 
helping to solve them. 

Guy Pollock, secretary-treasurer of 
the lowa-Nebraska Canners Associa- 
tion, presided at one of the sessions. 
He reviewed the principal events of 
the 1956 Canners Convention, and 
pointed particularly to N.C.A. activi- 


No Change in Pea Standards 


Despite a rumor to the effect 
that FDA authorized a change 
in the definitions and standards 
of identity for canned peas in 
January, 1956, no change has 
been made since January, 1955, 
at which time the standard was 
amended to authorize the addi- 
tion of monosodium glutamate 
as an optional ingredient. 


ties directed toward helping the in- 
dustry with its marketing. He re- 
ported on the Food Editors Conference 
and N.C.A. literature for consumers, 
and also introduced the N.C.A. film 
on the cost of handling canned foods 
at the retail level. 


H. T. Austern Is Panelist 
on FDA Anniversary Program 


N.C.A. Chief Counsel H. Thomas 
Austern took part in a commemorative 
dinner and special program last week 
on the 50th anniversary of the first 
Federal Food and Drugs Act. The 
panel discussion in which Mr. Austern 
participated was broadcast coast to 
coast. 


Mr. Austern was a special guest of 
Abbott Laboratories at the dinner 
program, which featured the panel 
discussion on “50 Years’ Progress 
under Food and Drug Laws.” The 
other panelists were George P. Lar- 
rick, Commissioner of Food and 
Drugs; Austin Smith, M.D., editor 
and managing publisher of The Jour- 
nal of the A.M.A.; and Robert L. 
Swain, Ph.M., Sc. D., editor of Drug 
Topics and chairman of the board of 
trustees of the U. S. Pharmacopeia. 


Their discussion was moderated by 
James H. McBurney, dean of North- 
western University’s School of Speech, 
and transcribed. It was scheduled for 
broadcast coast to coast March 4 un- 
der the auspices of the Northwestern 
Reviewing Stand, a public service pro- 
gram sponsored by Northwestern Uni- 
versity in cooperation with radio sta- 
tion WGN in Chicago and the Mutual 
Broadcasting System. 


Seed Quality Study Continues 


The study of seed quality which 
has been carried out under the guid- 
ance of an N.C.A. Raw Products TAC 
subcommittee has entered on a new 
phase involving further refinement of 
techniques used for making labora- 
tory tests of seedling vigor. 

The TAC Seed Quality Subcom- 
mittee, which has accumulated sig- 
nificant information on factors influ- 
encing germination of pea seed over 
the past two years, has revised the 
instructions for making laboratory 
evaluations of seedlings under study 
this year. In this the subcommittee 
had the assistance of Dr. Eben Toole 
of the USDA, who has also been 
working on seedling growth studies. 
The N.C.A. Raw Products Research 
Bureau has sent to cooperators the 
new instructions with data sheets on 
which to record the information ob- 
tained in 1956. The Bureau will act 
as a clearing house for assembling 
such data from cooperators when the 
study is completed. 

As an outgrowth of the study by 
the Seed Quality Subcommittee on 
the general subject of pea seed germi- 
nation, the pea and bean seedsmen 
have indicated that they will expand 
their own research objectives. It is 
hoped that their work will help to 
solve some of the problems that can- 
ners have with regard to seed quality. 


N.C.A. Quality Control School 


A five-day Conference on Statistical 
Quality Control Applications in the 
Canning Industry for Association 
members will be held April 23-27 at 
N. C. A. headquarters in Washington, 
D. C. 


Emphasis will be placed on appli- 
cations in such activities as raw prod- 
uct harvesting and purchasing, proc- 
essing operations, container fill and 
weight control, quality standardiza- 
tion, labeling, and clerical activities. 
Those attending are expected to have 
some understanding of elementary 
statistics. 

The first day will be devoted to a 
brief review of the basic statistical 
principles involved in the preparation 

(Please turn to page 153) 


Status of Legislation 


Alaskan fisheries—A House Inte- 
rior Subcommittee held open hearings 
on Feb. 16 and 17 on H. R. 8405 and 
other bills to transfer supervision of 
Alaskan fish and game from the In- 
terior Department to the Territorial 
Government. Hearings recessed await- 
ing further testimony from executive 
departments. 

Anti-merger legislation—H. R. 9424, 
to require prior notification of certain 
mergers and permit preliminary in- 
junctions to restrain mergers, was 
considered Feb. 28 by the full Judi- 
ciary Committee, which took no action. 

Corporate tax extension—The House 
Ways and Means Committee on Feb. 
28 approved H. R. 9166, to extend ex- 
isting corporate tax rates and excise 
taxes that are scheduled to expire 
April 1. 

Customs simplification—The House- 
passed bill, H. R. 6040, to revise the 
method by which the value of im- 
ported merchandise is determined for 
customs evaluation, is pending before 
the Senate Finance Committee. 

FDA chemical additives—Hearings 
on bills to regulate the uses of chemi- 
cal additives in food were concluded 
Feb. 14 


FDA codification—H. R. 6991, to re- 
vise, codify, and enact into law Title 
21 of the U. S. Code entitled “Food, 
Drugs, and Cosmetics,” was passed by 
the House and is pending before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee pending 
a report from the Secretary of HEW. 

FDA imitation food—H. R. 3692, 
to prohibit the interstate marketing 
of any “imitation” of a standardized 
food product, even though the imita- 
tion product is plainly labeled as such, 
is pending before the House Interstate 
Commerce Committee. 


Fisheries Commiasion—S, 3275 and 
H. R. 9552, to establish a commission 
to administer all fishery matters now 
under the different executive depart- 
ments, have been introduced, and the 
Senate Committe on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce has scheduled hear- 
ings for March 19. 

Gasoline taxv—-The Senate Finance 
Committee on Feb. 24 approved House- 
passed H. R. 8780, to exempt gaso- 
line used on farm from excise taxes. 


Import quotas—H. R. 8954 was in- 
troduced to supersede H. R. 7925 and 
others. New bill makes changes that 
alter the bases of quota imposition 
and is pending before House Ways 
and Means Committee. 


Marketing ordera—cranberries— 
H. R. 8384, to bring cranberries for 
canning under the orders provisions 
of the Agricultural Marketing Agree- 
ments Act, is pending before the 
House Agriculture Committee. 
tion scheduled 


No ac- 


r orders—potatoes—H. R. 
9484 and S. 3262, to establish a na- 
tional marketing control including po- 
tatoes for canning were introduced 
Feb. 22. No — ms scheduled (see 
story, this page). 

National fish policy—H. R. 8001 
and other bills that would establish a 
national fisheries policy and would 
transfer the Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice from the Interior Department to 
the Commerce Department are pend- 
ing before a House Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries Subcommittee. 

Negotiated procurement—House- 
passed H. R. 8710 is pending before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
No action scheduled. 


OTC—The House Ways and Means 
Committee opened hearings March 1 
on H. R. 5550, to authorize U. S. par- 
ticipation in the OTC which is in- 
tended to provide permanent arrange- 
ments for the administration of 
GATT. Open hearings are scheduled 
for conclusion on March 16. 


Poultry inspection—Bills to provide 
for mandatory FDA inspection for 
wholesomeness of poultry, and sani- 
tation of plants handling poultry and 

poultry products shipped through in- 
— commerce, have been intro- 
duced in both houses. No hearings 
scheduled. 


Price supportse—Senate debate on 
S. 3183 continued. Senate agreed to 
start voting March 8. House Agricul- 
ture Committee continued its general 
farm program hearings. 

Robinson-Patman Act—The House 
Judiciary Antitrust Subcommittee an- 
nounced hearings on H. R. 11 and 
similar bills for April 18-20 (see story, 
page 153). 

Statehood—-H. R. 2535, to provide 
statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, was 
recommitted to the House Interior 
and Insular Affairs Committee. 

Sugar H. R. 7030, to extend 
and amend the Sugar Act, was passed 
by the Senate and returned to the 

ouse for approval of amendments. 

Trip leasing—S. 898, to prohibit 
ICC regulation of the duration of 
motor carrier leases, was reported by 
the Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee and is on the Senate calendar. 

Wage-hour extension—No action 
scheduled on H. R. 8553 or S. 3310, to 
eliminate all minimum wage and maxi- 
mum hour exemptions to the present 
act which are applicable to first proc- 
essing, canning, and freezing of agri- 
cultural and fishery products. 


Waate disposal—The House Ways 
and Means Committee has ordered a 
tax bill to be reported in which a pro- 
vision is included to encourage the 

revention of water pollution by al- 
owing the cost of treatment works for 
abatement of stream pollution to be 
amortized over a five-year period. 

Water pollution—Hearings have 
been scheduled by a House Public 
Works Subcommittee for March 12-14 
on S. 890, to extend and amend the 


Water Pollution Control Act of 1948, 
This bill passed the Senate and was 
reported to the House during the last 
session, but was recommitted to the 
House Committee on Jan. 23. 


National Marketing Order 
for Potatoes for Processing 


Processors’ purchases of potatoes 
would be regulated under terms of a 
proposed national marketing order 
provided for in legislation introduced 
in the Senate and House by Senators 
Smith and Payne and Representative 
McIntire of Maine. 


The bills, S. 3262 and H. R. 9484, 
would provide for a national referen- 
dum to determine whether these pro- 
posed statutory provisions should be 
made effective: (1) prohibition against 
marketing potatoes that fail to meet 
the requirements of U. S. grade No. 2, 
(2) requirement that bulk shipments 
of potatoes be marked to show the 
state of production and the federal or 
state grade, and (3) require a federal 
inspection for grade at the cost of the 
packer. 


The bills would exempt, pursuant 
to regulations of the Secretary of 
Agriculture, seed potatoes and pota- 
toes for animal feed, nonfood uses, 
starch, flour, and derivatives. The 
Secretary also would be authorized to 
suspend the grade requirement when- 
ever he found an insufficient supply of 
the No. 2 and larger potatoes to meet 
normal requirements. 


The Secretary would be given dis- 
cretionary power to exempt potatoes 
that are used for canning from the 
grade requirements, only if they fail 
to meet the grade for No. 2 by being 
under size. Canning would be defined 
as “the process of packing potatoes 
(in a liquid medium) in a hermetically 
sealed container, which hermetic seal- 
ing is necessary for preservation.” 
The Secretary also might exempt the 
marking requirements of bulk potatoes 
used for canning and other processing 
or manufacturing purposes. 

If the Secretary should feel that the 
inspection and certification required 
by the measure cannot be done at a 
“reasonable cost,” he might suspend 
that requirement. 

To enforce the proposal, the Secre- 
tary would be empowered to “detain” 
potatoes until brought into compliance. 
Penalties for violations of the pro- 
posed law would be maximum fines of 
$1,000 or a year in jail or both. 

The legislation provides for estab- 
lishment of a National Potato Com- 
mittee, to be appointed by the Sec- 
retary to advise him regarding oper- 
ation of the law. 
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March 3, 1956 


Robinson-Patman Hearings 


The House Judiciary Antitrust Sub- 
committee has announced hearings on 
H. R. 11 and similar bills for April 18- 
20. These bills in general provide for a 
complete defense to charges of viola- 
tion of the Robinson-Patman Act when 
the seller can show that his price or 
service differential was made in good 
faith to meet the practice of a com- 
petitor, but not in cases where the 
effect of the discrimination would sub- 
stantially lessen competition or tend 
to create a monopoly. 


Similar hearings were held by the 
late Senator Kilgore last summer 
when he was chairman of the Senate 
Subcommittee on Antitrust and Mo- 
nopoly. 


Farm Journal Magazine 

In keeping with the holidays and 
the cherry promotion in February, the 
Farm Journal magazine has an article 
entitled “These Cherry Desserts Are 
A Triumph.” The article is written 


by Catherine Nissly Maurer, food edi- 
tor. 


Mrs. Maurer presents three dessert 
recipes, using canned red sour pitted 
cherries. The recipes in the article 
are favorites of a Farm Journal 
reader, Mrs. Fred Reich, who lives 
in Oregon’s Rouge River Valley. “She 
prefers black Bings for pies, salads, 
and shortcake but wouldn't be without 
Lamberts, Royal Anns, and Mont- 
morencies,” says Mrs. Maurer in in- 
troducing the recipes, which Mrs. 
Reich says came originally from an 
old cookbook of her mother’s. 

The article is accompanied by an at- 
tractive full page color photograph 
showing the desserts. 


Family Circle 


A dinner suggestion for every day 
of the month is offered by the Febru- 
ary issue of Family Circle to its 4,152,- 
751 readers in a special food editorial 
feature called “29 Dinner Bell Ring- 
ers for February.” The feature con- 
tains eight pages of full color illustra- 
tions and the cover picture is a beau- 
tiful cobbler made from canned 
cherries. 

Family Cirele selected 43 canned 
foods (some of them mentioned two 
or three times) for description in their 
Carefree Cooking” feature. They 
are applesauce, baked beans, beets, 
brown bread, cherries, chicken, chili 
con carne, corn, corned beef, corned 
beef hash, cranberry sauce, cream of 
celery soup, deviled ham, evaporated 


milk, fruit cocktail, fruit juice, green 
beans, ham, luncheon meat, mixed 
vegetables, mushrooms, peaches, pears, 
peas, pimientos, pineapple, pineapple 
juice, potatoes, purple plums, ripe 
olives, salmon, sauerkraut, spaghetti, 
stewed tomatoes, sweet potatoes, 
tamales, tomato aspic, tomato juice, 
tomato soup, tomatoes, tongue, tuna, 
and water chestnuts. 


Family Cirele, in the top circulation 
spot among store distributed maga- 
zines, is sold by the following chains: 
Albers, American Stores, Bohack, 
First National, Grand Union, H. E. 
Butt Food Stores, H. G. Hill Stores, 
Jewel Food Stores, Kroger, Red Owl, 
Safeway, Weingarten's, Winn-Dixie 
(Piggly-Wiggly and several other di- 
visions), and by Dominion Stores in 
Canada. Many of the stores are using 
point-of-sale displays featuring the 
“29 Dinner Bell Ringers” article. 

Copies of the magazine, along with 
a letter from Secretary Carlos Camp- 
bell pointing out highlights and ad- 
vantages of the magazine feature, 
were mailed to members on January 
17 as part of the continuing N.C.A. 
Consumer and Trade Relations Pro- 
gram. 


N.C.A. Quality Control School 
(Concluded from page 151) 


and interpretation of statistical con- 
trol charts. A number of case his- 
tories and examples will be prepared 
for study and discussion during the 
conference. 

Registration blanks and additional 
information about the conference are 
available from Dr. H. L. Stier, Direc- 
tor of the N.C.A. Division of Sta- 
tistics. 


True Story Magazine 


Canned foods are used in all of the 
recipes in “Surprise Your Family 
With a Favorite Fish Dinner,” an 
article in the March issue of True 
Story magazine. 

Introducing the recipes, the article 
says, “Spring brings the same problem 
to all cooks. What can I make that 
will taste different, yet be eaten 
eagerly? Our answer .. . ten fish 
dishes from nine states.“ Canned 
tuna, salmon, sardines, clams, shrimp, 
crab meat, lobster, tomatoes, tomato 
juice, mushrooms, pimientos, mush- 
room soup, and peas were used in the 
recipes. Menus using two of the 
recipes were pictured in color photo- 
frraphs. Canned peaches, ripe olives, 
and fruit cocktail were used in the 
menus. 


N.C.A. on Pollution Program 


Robert A. Canham, sanitary engi- 
neer from the N.C.A. Washington 
Research Laboratory, spoke February 
22 on “Current Trends in Handling 
Canning Waste“, at Louisiana State 
University before the Fifth Annual 
Water Symposium on Water Pollu- 
tion, sponsored by the University 
chemical engineering department, en- 
gineering experiment station, and the 
general extension division. 

In this address the various current 
methods of handling canning waste 
were reviewed. Considerable atten- 
tion was devoted to the newest and 
most popular method—spray irriga- 
tion. In order to use this method sat- 
isfactorily, the following requirements 
must be met: (1) adequate land area, 
(2) a vegetative cover crop, (3) screen- 
ing, and (4) the mechanical system 
which delivers the waste from the 
processing plant and applies it to the 
land area, which in turn is composed 
of (a) a pumping reservoir, (b) auxil- 
iary screening, (e) pump, (d) distri- 
bution system, and (e) spray nozzles. 

Publication of the material will be 
made in proceedings and will be made 
available at a later date from the 
University. 


Integrated Research Program 


The benefits to be derived from an 
integrated cooperative research pro- 
gram, combining the views of several 
departments within an institution or 
within a company, were outlined to the 
N. C. A. Raw Products Committee re- 
cently by Sherman Leonard of the de- 
partment of food technology of the 
University of California. 


To illustrate such a program, Mr. 
Leonard described the research project 
involving the spray residue material 
on Bartlett pears undertaken by the 
department of food technology at the 
request of the N.C.A. Raw Products 
Research Bureau last year, and which 
also involved the Canners League of 
California, the can companies, a grow- 
ers organization under the state mar- 
keting service, the federal and state 
food and drug authorities, the Sugar 
Research Foundation, and the Uni- 
versity of California. Mr. Leonard 
pointed out that this project was too 
large for one man or one company, 
and that out of it a profitable research 
program for canners had been evolved. 

Copies of Mr. Leonard’s talk, which 
was given at the Convention meeting 
of the Raw Products Committee, may 
be obtained upon request to the Raw 
Products Research Bureau. 
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N. c. A. at Virginia Meeting 


A review of the federal wage-hour 
law and its application to the can- 
ning industry is to be presented to 
the 48th annual meeting of the Vir- 
ginia Canners Association at Roanoke 
today, March 3, by Robert B. Heiney 
of the N. C. A. staff. 


Specifically, Mr. Heiney will discuss 
the “area of production” exemption 
from the minimum wage and over- 
time provisions of the law, as well 
as the two 14-week exemptions from 
the time-and-a-half payment require- 
ments. 


C.&T.R. Radio Releases 


New products in canned form and 
combinations of existing items are 
featured in a February 16 radio re- 
lease on “The Kitchen-Air“ series, 
which was mailed to 182 broadcasters 
with an estimated listening audience 
of 12 million in 47 states. 

The high nutritive values of canned 
foods received the emphasis in the 
radio release of February 21, on the 
“Scriptease” series, mailed to 81 


women’s program broadcasters with 
an estimated listening audience of 4 
million. 


Stocks of Green and Wax Beans 


A report on canners’ stocks and 
shipments of canned green and wax 
beans has been issued by the N. C. A. 
Division of Statistics. 

1054-55 1055-56 
(thousands of cases) 
2.200 6,171 


.. 928.774 22 010 
“31,043 28.181 


Carryover, July 
Pack, July I-Feb. 1. 
Supply to Feb. 1. 


13.577 18.876 
Shipments during Jan.. 2.465 2,507 
Shipments, July 1-Feb. 1..... 17,400 14,806 

* Includes pack from Jan. I-July l. © Includes 


shipments from Jan. 1-July I pack. 


Canned Baby Food Stocks 


Details of the canned baby food 
supply, stock and shipment situation 
are reported by the N.C.A. Division 
of Statistics as follows: 


1055 1956 
(thousands of dozens) 
Conner stocks, Jan. 74,083 77,017 
Pack during Jan. 13,316 12,256 
87.400 80,274 
Canner stocks, Feb. 1....... 74.200 74,081 
Canner shipments during Jan. 13,100 14,502 


Canned Poultry under P. I. 480 


The USDA has issued to the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany an authori- 
zation to finance the purchase of up to 
$1.2 million worth of poultry from 
United States suppliers under Title 
I of P. L. 480. The authorization, No. 
31-01, provides for the purchase of 
approximately 3 million pounds of 
frozen or canned poultry produced in 
the continental U. 8. 

Sales contracts made between sup- 
pliers and importers from March 2 
through May 31 will be eligible for 
financing. Delivery will be made no 
later than June 30, either to import- 
ers f.o.b. or f.a.s, vessel U. S. ports. 


Shipments of Glass Containers 


Shipments of wide-mouth glass con- 
tainers for food during 1955 exceeded 
1954 shipments by about 10 percent, 
according to a summary of monthly 
reports issued by the Bureau of the 
Census, U. 8. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Shipments of narrow-neck glass 
containers for food were about 11 per- 
cent larger in 1955 than in 1954. 


1054 135 
( thowsands of gross) 
Wide-mouth food (including 


33,150 36,302 
Narrow-neck 


12,745 14,214 


1955 Shipments of Metal Cans 


Shipments of metal cans during 
1955 have been reported by the Bureau 


of the Census, U. 8. Department of 
Commerce. 


According to preliminary totals for 
last year, shipments of cans for fruit 
and vegetable products were up 10 
percent over 1954. Shipments of cans 
for a group of miscellaneous foods, 
including soups and baby foods, also 
were up 10 percent over the previous 
year. 


Shipments of cans for fish and sea- 
food were reported 1 percent larger in 
1955 than in 1954, and shipments of 


cans for meat and poultry were down 
about 10 percent. 


1054 1955 
(short tons of steel) 
Fruit and vegetable (in- 
cluding juice).......... 1,442,488 1,486,356 
Fish and seafood. . 100, 202 110,191 
Meat (including poultry) .. 190,004 134,520 
Evaporated and condensed 
220,270 245,520 
Other dairy products..... 41,070 50,735 
Lard and shortening...... 119,718 118,026 
178. 400 187763 
43,874 30.810 
46,518 724,106 
131.204 144,128 
Oil, open top. 273,388 200. 430 
All 2 food (including 
soup and baby food cans) 400, 449 448,781 
All other nonfood........ . 006 522,040 
Total shipments......... 4,143,320 4,485,205 
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